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Tae Oudh Akhbdr of the 12th April says that the London  Giroulation, 


- The entithicknent of a correspondent of the Bombay Times 
RussianConsul at Bombay. states that Lord Salisbury has sanc- 
tioned the appointment of a Russian: Consul at Bombay. 
It appears from English papers that correspondence ig 


719 copies. 


going on between the Kaglish and the Russian Governments 


about the establishment of an English — Consul at Tiflis. 
We hope that the Government will also avail itself of the 
occasion to insist upon the establishment of an Indian Consul 
at Samarkand, which is much needed. A large commercial 
intercourse has long existed between India and Central Asia. 
Our Consul at Samarkand would keep us fully informed about 
the state of affairs in Central Asia, and also watch the inter- 


ests of the Indian merchants who carry on trade in that part 
of the country. 


The Berar Mi itra, of the 8th April publishes an article 
Lord Lytton and the condemning the reply given by His 


British Indian Associa- Excellency the Viceroy to the address 


‘of the British Indian Association about 
the cotton import duties. ‘The article seems to be a republi- 


as 


{ 284 } 


cation from some Bombay paper. The substance of the article 
/ is as follows :—It has pleased Heaven to entrust the destinics 
‘of the natives into the hands of the rulers, and, therefore, all 
we can do is to pray that they may do what is beneficial to 
us. Sometimes Heaven grants our prayers and induces the 
rulers todo what is good to us, but sometimes unfortunately 
just the reverse is the case. The most important advantage 
which we enjoy under British rule is the freedom to lay our 
grievances before Government. If our grievances can be 
removed, Government removes them. If they are irremedi- 
able, it consoles us with sweet words. But the reply which 
His Excellency the Viceroy has given to the address of the Bri- 
tish Indian Association of Calcutta is a source of great dis- 
appointment not only tothe Association but to the whole native 
population. It does not appear that the tone of the address was 
at all objectionable. In these circumstances it is difficult to 
conceive why Lord Lytton lost his temper. Every native is 
aggrieved at the affront which has been offered to the Associa- 
tion by His Lordship without cause, and is anxious to know how 
the natives are in future to behave towards officers, 80 that the 
latter may not be displeased. We are thankful to Heaven 
for appointing such a kind Viceroy to rule over us as Lord 
Lytton. The rebuke which His Lordship has administered 
to us must be attributed to our ill luck. However, it does 
not become our Anglo-Indian contemporaries, such as the 
Pioneer, the Englishman, the Bombay Gazette, &e., to rejoice 


over our grief, and thus to sprinkle salt, as it were, over our 
wounds. 


Serco The Hindt Pradip for April says : In the first place 
The British Indian Asso. OUT countrymen are too idle to do 

ciation and Lord Lytton. anything for their own good. If any 

‘of us, more enterprising than the rest, devise a scheme for the 
‘improvement of the country, obstacles are thrown in his way 

which render all his efforts useless. Our countrymen have 
eatablished cotton-mills in Bombay, Poona, and some 

other cities, and the ita made at the Indian mills have 


began to be largely consumed both in China and India. The 
ult is that many English firms and factories. have become 
solvent, and Manchester has raised an outery against the- 
sotton import duties. The Government has, therefore, decid- 
od to abolish the import duties in utter disregard of justice. 
The repeal of the import duties will inflict a double loss upon 
the natives. Ftrst, that as the natives are not yet able to 
work their mills so economically as the Europeans, Indian 
goods will not be able to compete with English goods in point. 
of cheapness, and the Indian mill-owners will be ruined. 

Secondly, that to recoup the loss caused by the abolition of 
the import duties, the Government will realise an equal 
amount from us in some other way. In view of theso evils 
a deputation from the British Indian Association lately waited: 
on Lord Lytton and presented an address to His Lordship. 
protesting against the abolition of the cotton import duties. 
His Lordship became angry and rebuked the Association, on: 
the ground that the favored landholders of Bengal should be- 
the last persons to oppose the measures of the Government, 
and declared that he would act in accordance with the deoi- 
sion of the Hause of Commons about the question of the impert. 
duties. Strange justice! It is really wonderful that a man. 
who has been entrusted with the destinies of a large Empire. 
like India should absolutely depend upon the will of the 
House of Commons, and not act according to his own opi- 
nion, During the Viceroyalty of Lord Northbrook, too, 
the House of Commons raised a wild clamour against. the: 
import duties, but His Lordship did not yield to it But. 
this is not all. ‘The case of the Association has been 
like that of the Musalman who. went to the Qazi to be ex- 
cused from prayer, and had fasting added to his task. Lord 
Lytton stated, in his reply to the address, that it was. 
cavilling to oppose the license tax which was levied for the 
relief and prevention of famine, and that the natives should 
share the cost of ihe Kabul war, as it was waged for the be- 
nefit of India. It is our earnest prayer that Lord Lytton, 
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the whole native press. 


‘totally deprive us of it. 


who has been entrusted with the destinies of the whole 
Indian Empire, should always bear in mini the great dif 
ference between the material condition of India and tha 
of England, and should not accede to the wishes of Parlia. 
ment without due consideration. Englaud is the richest 
country in the world. There is as great a difference between 
England and India in point of wealth as there is between a 
sovereign and a farthing. In spite of this, poor India gives 
twenty millions sterling every year to England. If the House 
of Commons can administer the affairs of India from London 
what is the use of having a Governor-General in India? We 


hope that the Governor-General will always look upon poor 
India with kindness. | 


The Akhbdr-i:A’m of the 9th April says that itis to be 
es India regretted that the misconduct of the 
. Soma Prakash has cast a stain upon 


No nation ever ruled over. India 
with so much wisdom, ability, justice and’ generosity as 


‘the English, Any man should, therefore, be ashamed to 


charge the English Government with falsehood, treachery 
and avarice. We ask our contemporary if it does not 


like British rule, what rule does it like? The Govern- 
‘ment has given us the liberty of the press and taught us 


what that liberty means. It has given us freedom of the 


press to assist it with our advice in carrying on the ad- 
ministration of the country and not to destroy the founda- 
tion of the Empire. If we foolishly abuse that liberty, the 
result will be that it will greatly be displeased with us and 


No former king ever ruled so wisely 
over India as the British Government. The Government 


appropriates no part of the revenue to its own use, but spends 
its entire income in promoting the ease and comforts of its 
subjects. The Akhbdér-i- Am then refers to some of the most 
prominent benefits which British rule has conferred apo? the 
country, namely, the construction of good roads and bridges > 


( tar) 


the establishment of schools and charitable dispensaries ; the 
establishment of the telegraph and railway; the excellent 
police arrangements, dc. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Vakili Hindustan, Amritsar, of the 5th April, in its 
local news column, states that a case 
. tin poor win of assault was decided by the deputy 
ae ts fae Ok commissioner of Amritsar on the 2nd 
way. April, and that the public are not 
satisied with his decision. The particulars of the case are as 
follows: —A European engine-driver entered a carriage which 
was ocoupied by three Hindu women at the Bias station, 
assaulted one of them, and continued to harass them until 
the train arrived at the next station. The women kept on 
erying the whole time. At the latter station he was seized 
and imprisoned by the police. The deputy commissioner 
has released the prisoner on the ground that the women were 
probably frightened and cried through fear. This is no doubt 
possible, but the evidence and the circumstances of ‘the 
case militate against such a supposition. The release of pri- 
soners in such cases, provided there is sufficient evidence to 
convict them, is full of evil results It would not be without 


result if the commissioner of Amritsar sent for and examined. 


the records of the case in question. 


The Naiari Azam of the 31st March publishes an article 
communicated by one Mirza Sultan 
Ahmad whose nom de plume is Azad. 
The writer says that Europeans, specially the European 
officers who are highly paid in India, looking at the 
large natural resources of India, imagine the country to be 
very rich, and they, as well as the Anglo-Indian journalists, 
advise the Government to impose new taxes upon the people, 
to saddle India with tho cost of the war, even though the 
war has been undertaken with the object of maintaining the 
Prestige of England. But they are mistaken. If they were 


European.officers, 
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acquainted with the real condition of the natives they would 
undoubtedly pity them and recommend them to the mere 

of Government. In the face of the repeated calamities, 
such as drought, famine, dc., to. which the natives have 
long been exposed, can it be supposed that they are rich 
and happy? Is the levy of a number of taxes by the Gov. 
ernment a proof of the fact that the material condition of 
the people is good? Do the paralysis of trade and the 
state of the factories prove that the people are rich? 
Any unprejudiced man who will take the least trouble to make 
himeelf acquainted with the condition of the people, will 
be at once convinced that their condition is really deplorable. 
Are the Europeans not aware that thousands of rich and noble 
families have been ruined and have become extinct ? Euro- 
peans, if you will listen to our sad tale you will undoubtedly 
be induced to sympathise with us in our sufferings. Do you 
believe the members of municipal committees and the 
— banias who, in order to seek favor with you, tell you that 
we are rich? Do you consider that there is still life in us, 
because we wear white or clean clothes and contribute sub- 
scriptions for the construction of memorials and for other 
purposes? We assure you that we do not wear white 
clothes, but itis our blood that has become white. We starve 
our children by giving subseriptions. We are not living but 
dead. You Anglo-Indian journalists, who are the favorites 
of the Goverament, for Heaven’s sake eome and be merciful 
tous. We are extremely poor and not rich. Be mel 
¢iful to us. May Heaven impress them with an idea of our 
true condition, so that they may be merciful to ue. 


The Samachar Sar of the 7th April publishes a communics- 
The old Muhammadan ted article in which the writer com 
to Reng pared with Bri- trasts the oppressive Mubammadan 
7 rule with the British rale, and refer 

to some of the most prominent benefits which the latter has 
conferred upon the country, nuch as the increased facilities of 
communication ; the spread of education, &. But the 


writer regrets to state that owing to many causes the people 
now find it much more dificult to earn a livelihood than for- 
merly. Formerly rice sold at eight maunds the rupee, now it 


sells at eight seers the rupee. 


The Saftr-i-Hind, Amritsar, of the 5th April, urges the 

Compulsory  vaccina- need of introducing the law of com- 

tion. pulsory vaccination in the Panjab, 
as has lately been done in Bombay. 


The Hindi Pradip for April says that it appears from the 
The administration re- gdministration report for 1877-78 
= ‘jam ‘a Ooh that the total income during the year 
a was Rs. 5,64,50,213, and the expen- 
diture Rs. 2,47,86,058. There was thus a surplus of Res. 
-3,16,64,155 besides the income derived from the - octroi 
duties, the license tax, and the State railways. It is obvious 
from this that the Government realised the revenue to the 
full extent, and made no remissions in view of the famine. 
It is to be regretted that the Government did not spend 
a krore of rupees upon the relief of the people from whom 
it realises no less than 4} krores of rupees every year 
_ simply on account of land revenue. If the Government had 
spent a krore of rupees upon their relief they would not have 
been ‘utterly ruined during the late famine. What was 
spent by the Government on the relief of famine was not 
properly spent. If Re. 10,000 worth of grain was distribut- 
ed among the famine-stricken people, Rs. 40,000 were spent 
by the Famine Commission and the engineers in other ways. 
And yet when the famine is over, praises will be profusely 
lavished by the Government upon the district officers. 
EDUCATION. 
: The Hind; Pradtp for April argues that it should be made 
cn ‘a rule in the Department of Public 
Instruction, as is already the ease in 
the Allahabag every other branch of the public ser- 


chool vice, that, when the post of any officer 
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falls vacant, promotion should be given to the officers subor. 
dinate to him. The director of public instruction has 
appointed a graduate of the Benares college to the third 
ntastership in the Allahabad high school, which lately became 
vacant. He should have given promotion to the subordinate 
teachers of the school. If he was anxious to appoint a 
university man, he should have appointed one of the gra- 
duates of the Muir Central college. The appointment of 2 
graduate of the Benares college to the post in question can 


be only explained on the ground of the director’s partiality 
towards the students of that college. 


RAILWAY 


Circulation, The Samac! a- Sdr, Allahabad, of the 7th April, ventilates 
— The ene of the the grievancesofthe railway employés. 
Tallway employee. The Sdr says that the railway servants 
do not get a pension but only a gratuity on retirement from 
the service, and that the railway company is thinking of 
putting a stop even to the practice of giving gratuities. The 
Sdr then proceeds to notice some minor complaints of the 


clerks of the goods department, which are as follows :— 


(1) That they have to work for eight hours every ‘ay, 
while the Government servants do not work more than six of 
seven hours. Sometimes they have also to work more than 

eight hours. True, they get additional remuneration for 
doing extra work, but still no man should be overworked. 


(2) That if they are late more than ten minutes, they 


lose their two hours’ pay. 


(8) That only Sundays, Christmas day and Good Friday 
are holidays.’ It is easy to conceive how unpleasant it must 


be to the Bengalis to attend the office during the Durga Pus 
festival. 7 3 | 


(4). That no leave is ‘granted without a medical certifi- 
cate. The certificate has to be obtained from the railway 
nedical officer, and to be sent to the head of the office within 
twenty-four hours. A poor native clerk, whose pay is only 
Rs, 20 or Rs. 830 with which he has to support himself, his 
wife and two or three children, cannot afford to pay the doc- 
tors fee; therefore in cases of ordinary illness the natives 
take some native medicines and do not place themselves under 
the treatment of medical officers. In these circumstances it 
is difficult for them to obtain certificates from the latter. 


As regards the submission of medical certificates within 


twenty-four hours, how is it possible for a man to do so when 
he is confined to his bed? and yet if he fails to submit a 
certificate he loses two days’ pay. 


A correspondent of the Bharat Bandhu of the 4th April, 


Cawnpore-Fsrukhabsa  Witing from Farukhabad, says that 
saiia the Cawnpore-Farukhabad railway 
scheme has been sanctioned by the Government, and that the 
line has already begun to he constructed, and will probably 
be completed next year. It is also believed to be the 
intention of the Government to construct a railway from 
Farukhabad to Hathras ; but to our thinking it would be bet- 
ter to construct a railway from Farukhabad to Shikohabad 
instead. The latter line being only half as long as the former; 
the cost of construction would be considerably smaller. More- 
over, the traffic along the line we propose will be greater, 
as It will pass through Mainpuri, which is the headquarters of 
a district, and some other smaller towns, whereas the Govern- 
ment line will only pass through one small tuwn of any note, 
namely, Kasganj. The inhabitants of Farukhabad and Main- 
puri who have occassion to go to Agra, Gwalior, Rajputana, 
&e, will not like to go by such a circuitous way 23 the 
Farukhabad-Hathras line. 
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LOCAL AND MISCHLLANEOVS. 
The Koh-i- Muir, Lahore, of the 5th April, states that th 
_ the shéh Lainir tar ShGh Lamar vatilen fair is one of th, 
at Lahore, _ most celebrated fairs held in the Pap. 
jab. A large number of persons from all parts of the Pan. 
jab attend the fair. The Koh-t-Mir urges that at the tims 
of the fairan exhibition of horses, cattle, and the manufae- 
tures of the Panjab should be also held at the garden, on the 


ground that it would have the effect of encouraging trade and 
manufactures. es 


The.Urdu Akhbar, Akola, of the 5th April, complains that 


— , Akola and Amraoti suffer from a 
The searcity of witer : j ee 
at Amraocti and Akola, scarcity of water, specially in the hot 
— weather, and asks the Government 
to make some speedy arrangements for a sufficient water 


supply. 


The Arya Mitra, Benares, of the 11th April, complains 
The bazar daldis or that there {s a class of daldls or bro- 
brokers. | kers in some cities who. are a great 
nuisance. Their sérvices are not needed by shopkeepers or 
purchasers, but still they extort brokerage from the shop- 
keepers by force, and the shopkeepers, in order to recoup 
themselves of the loss, exact higher price for their goods from 
the purchasers than they otherwise would. Governmot 
should adopt some measures to put down this nuisance. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz, Moradabad, of the 4th April, in re 
mo suit for damages gard to the sul J me dicanigee Wort 
eat Ries i, Wen nednn tiie he 
Naiuri Azam, . Suz and the Natari Azan, DY Qurts 
is Ali (see page 253 of the Selection 
for 1879), states that the éditor-of the. former was fine! 
Xs. 51 by the assistant magistrate ‘on the Stst March: Af 
regards the editor of the Naiari Azam, the court bas per 
mitted the accused to institute a separate suit agains - 


On receipt of a copy of the judgment the editor of the Lauh-ti- 
~ Mahfus intends to appeal against it. 
* The Anjumant Panjab of the 4th April, in an article in ae 7 
. _-— gommunicated by one Mirza Sultan 
ig of HS corvial Ahmad, argues that the chief cause of 
schools in India, the growirg poverty of India is that 


all the money of the natives goes to swell the pockets of the 
European artizans and manufacturers, and that the condition 
of the natives will not improve until they establish indus- 
trial schools and factories, and depend upon themselves for 
the supply of all their wants and not upon Europeans. 


The Oudh Punch of the 8th April publishes an article ae cnvian. 
‘communicated'’by its Allahabad cor'res- 
pondent, whose initials are A. H. * 
The writer says that civilisation is not confined to human 
beings, as is generally believed to be the case. Man lias 
to learn civilisation, but there are things which are born 
civilised. Just look at hectic and bilious fevers, The 
former is a civilised disease, and the latter an ancivilised one. 
An attack of biliotis fever gives a man too much pain, but the 
disease is not fatal, and the man is cured in a few days. 
While on tho contrary the hectie fever is riot at all prinfal, 
but it is fatal. It gradnally dries tha blood, and corrodes the 
flesh and the bones, and the man who falls a victim to it 
quietly succumbs to death. ‘The writer then proceeds to 
say that the raader may be anxions to know why such an 
idea entered his head, and what is his object in writing this 
article, The idea suggested itself to his mind when he saw 
this man, that man, or himself in a looking-glass. Specially 
When he saw one man calling this man civilised and that 
man uncivilised ; another man calling the lamp civilised and 
the déwat (the lamp-stand used by the natives) uncivilised ; 
and another man calling the pantaloon civilised and the dhotr 
uncivilised. Ho, being a correspondent of the Oudh Punch, 


The civilised disease. 


Writer aah Akbar Hasain;, a pleader of the High Court, is probably the 


a ee eee 


could not remain silent ; and said that the hectic8fever was , 
civilised disease and the bilious fever an unciviliseq one, 
The writer then proceeds to say that the people are suffer. 
ing from two calamities, namely, famine and want of 


employment. The former is an uncivilised calumity, and ‘the 
latter a civilised one. 
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